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A note from the Executive Director
During the past two years at Georgia Innocence Project, we have seen that we can accomplish remarkable things 
and have significant impact, even in the face of great challenges. That is due in no small part to the extremely 
resilient community to which we belong. 

In a criminal legal system anchored in overcriminalization and mass incarceration, speed and finality are valued 
over accuracy and truth. And wrongful convictions are a predictable and tragic byproduct of those intentional 
policy choices. In our society, when the government fails (or succeeds, depending on your perspective), it falls to 
nonprofit organizations like GIP to help.

People contact GIP seeking help to right a wrong. They’ve been accused and convicted of serious crimes they did 
not commit. They are often enduring decades-long prison sentences. Their direct appeal is over. They no longer 
have a right to an attorney at government expense. The procedural bars to relief are closing in on them with each 
passing day. Time ticks on; each day lost is counted and tallied. 

GIP is the only independent organization in Georgia focused solely on freeing innocent people from Georgia 
prisons and mitigating the causes and consequences of wrongful convictions. Working holistically, we investigate 
and litigate cases to free and exonerate wrongfully convicted individuals; we provide critical reentry and recovery 
support services to people freed from wrongful imprisonment; and through our education and policy reform 
efforts, we work to more efficiently prevent, correct, and remedy wrongful convictions system-wide. We have a 
big mission in a very difficult state. And with each passing year, we increase our impact.

Though we are entirely independent, we do not act alone. We could never do this work without our partners and 
supporters, who make possible the many wonderful accomplishments discussed in this two-year Impact Report. 
Thank you for traveling with us on this long, but critically important journey alongside Georgia’s wrongfully 
convicted.

Clare Gilbert
Executive Director

A resilient community: GIP staff, board, interns, and freed and exonerated folks and loved ones (who lost a combined 
total of 197 years to wrongful imprisonment) gathered together in the summer of 2022. 



Law enforcement did not believe the victim when she 
said a stranger kidnapped and sexually assaulted her. So 
they gave her a lie detector test, discussed finding hidden 
memories, and encouraged her to change her story. 
Despite an alibi and no physical evidence linking him to 
the crime, Ron was convicted and given life in prison. 
Decades later, IP and GIP found and tested the rape kit: 
the male DNA was not Ron’s. GIP and IP won a new trial 
for Ron, but the State fought to keep him incarcerated. 
Garland, Samuel & Loeb and Weil, Gotshal & Manges 
joined the team for retrial. 31 years after his nightmare 
began, a new DA finally agreed to Ron’s exoneration.

Ron Jacobsen
31 years lost
Exonerated Aug 2021

A decade after an exhaustively investigated double 
murder of a beloved Camden County couple went cold, 
an incentivized sheriff’s deputy ‘solved’ the crime in a few 
days using incentivized witnesses and very unreliable 
identification procedures. The trial prosecutor committed 
misconduct to ensure the death-penalty qualified jury 
would convict, and then he promised Dennis would not 
be executed if he  gave up his right to appeal. Family 
members, the Undisclosed podcast, King & Spalding and 
GIP fought for years to reveal the truth and secure Dennis’s 
freedom ultimate exoneration in July 2021. Today you can 
find Dennis and his wife Brenda surrounded by grandkids, 
fishing, and enjoying their new home.

Dennis Perry
21 years lost

Exonerated July 2021

Freedom stories
During the time of this report, GIP played a key role in the exoneration of four men who lost a combined 95 years 
to wrongful conviction and imprisonment.
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GIP & Eversheds Sutherland obtained post-conviction 
DNA testing on a homemade mask from the crime 
scene, which confirmed what Devonia had always said: 
he was innocent. The trial judge, however, felt this new 
evidence implicating a different person did not justify 
a new trial, and the Supreme Court of Georgia declined 
review. Ultimately, a dogged legal team from Troutman 
Pepper – with advisory counsel support from GIP and a 
legal advocate, help from two popular podcasts and a TV 
docuseries, and encouragement from two sitting Georgia 
Supreme Court Justices – won freedom and exoneration 
for Devonia, just in time for his first Christmas at home 
with his family in 23 years. 

Devonia Inman
18 years lost

Exonerated Dec 2021

Lee was wrongfully convicted as a teenager of murdering 
his close friend in Floyd County, Georgia. The tragic story, 
which was brought to light by the Proof podcast, involves 
an unfortunate game of Russian Roulette, remarkably 
unreliable evidence, and significant official misconduct. 
Concurrent with GIP securing freedom and exoneration 
for Lee, pro bono counsel Luke Martin obtained 
freedom for Josh Story, Lee’s co-defendant. During the 
investigation and litigation of Lee’s and Josh’s cases, the 
family of their deceased friend came to support freedom 
for the two men, bringing rare closure and some healing 
for those involved.

Darrel Lee Clark
25 years lost
Exonerated Dec 2022
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The Road to Freedom

Sonny is in prison, sentenced to  life without parole for 
Chatham County crimes he did not commit. Sonny has a 
confirmed alibi, his case is rife with wrongful conviction 
factors and legal issues, and there is even post-conviction 
DNA evidence of innocence that also implicates an alternate 
suspect who committed similar crimes. GIP and co-counsel 
(Eversheds Sutherland and Holly Pierson) filed an amended 
habeas corpus petition in 2022 and fought for Sonny’s 
freedom at a contested hearing in June 2023, with a ruling 
expected soon.

Sonny Bharadia
22+ years lost

Listen to Sonny’s 
recent testimony 
about the impact 

of his wrongful 
incarceration. 

Other Litigation
GIP attorneys and co-counsel are hard at work actively representing 21 other clients on cases that we are not able to make 
public, at least not yet. For example:

Joey Watkins
22 years lost

Between July 2021 and June 2023, GIP and co-counsel 
Ben Goldberg helped secure several legal victories for 
long-time client Joey Watkins, whose Rome, GA case was 
featured extensively in the Undisclosed podcast. 

Following a multi-day hearing in 2022, a judge granted 
Joey’s habeas corpus petition based on compelling 
evidence of misconduct. 

The State appealed, but the Supreme Court of Georgia 
unanimously ruled in our favor. When the State tried to 
keep Joey incarcerated, we successfully sought bond and 
Joey left prison for the first time in 22 years! 

Attorney Noah Pines also joined the legal team as we 
fought for full exoneration while preparing for retrial. 
Joey had a great outcome, but since it was after June 2023, 
you’ll have to wait for next year’s report for the full story!

Ongoing Litigation & Victories
In GIP’s complicated cases, the struggle for freedom takes years. But we do not give up on Georgia’s wrongfully 
convicted; we tirelessly advocate to bring people like these two men home.

We recently filed a motion 
for DNA testing on a crucial 
piece of untested evidence in 
a murder case. 

We are working tirelessly to 
exonerate another man who 
has a very strong innocence 
case. New exculpatory DNA 
evidence makes his case 
even stronger. 

We are preparing for a 
big hearing in another 
case involving a recurring 
incentivized witness and 
misconduct by state officials. 

bit.ly/bharadia-testimony



Increasing our Impact
In the past two years, GIP implemented several projects to maximize our 
impact. We are cataloging official misconduct across the state, making 
use of machine learning and AI tools to identify patterns of error, and 
engaging new partners in DA’s offices and beyond. Below we highlight 
one other special project. 

Pro Bono Screening Project
At GIP, the need for sustained legal work to thoroughly assess 
innocence claims far outpaces our internal capacity to help the 
dozens of applicants who make it to our screening stage each year. In 
August 2021, we launched a project to address this imbalance. GIP’s 
Pro Bono Coordinating Attorney, Tiffany Bush, ensures volunteers 
have everything they need to effectively dive into claims of innocence 
and uncover the truth. Today, GIP partners with 85 lawyers and legal 
support staff from large firms across the country who are meticulously 
analyzing 19 complex cases. And the project is growing!

The Road to Freedom
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After Innocence
Alston & Bird / McKesson

Law Office of Ben Goldberg
Downs Law

Eversheds Sutherland
Garland Samuel & Loeb

Goodwin Procter
Innocence Project

Jones Day
King & Spalding

Koch / Georgia Pacific
Nelson Mullins

Mitchell Shapiro Greenamyre & Funt
Parmer Law
Pierson Law

Pro Bono Partnerships of Atlanta
Ross & Pines

Troutman Pepper
Weil, Gotshal & Manges

Zell & Zell

Pro Bono Partners
Screening, Litigation, Policy

Here, Tiffany is holding flowers from one of 
the screening teams along with this note: 
“For Tiffany, who deserves all the flowers. 
Thank you for doing this critical work and for 

guiding Team 2. We appreciate you.” 

By the Numbers
Investigation and Litigation Cases

Awaiting Active Litigation
7 Cases

Screening Stage
24 Cases

Awaiting Screening Stage
87 Cases

Requests for Help in 2 Years
680 Cases

Active Litigation
23 Cases

20
Pro Bono Partner 

Organizations



Policy Reform and Education
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Implementation of Innocence-Related Law Enforcement Certification Standards 
In February 2021, Terry Talley walked free for the first time in 40 years 
following a unique collaboration between GIP and the LaGrange Police 
Department, which led to four exonerations for Mr. Talley.

Following Terry’s exonerations, GIP and LGPD gave several joint 
presentations across Georgia discussing GIP’s cases and encouraging 
police to independently examine evidence of innocence discovered after 
conviction. 

These efforts prompted the adoption of first-of-its-kind standards in 
Georgia (2021) and nationally (2022) requiring over 1,000 certified law 
enforcement agencies to act when learning of evidence of innocence 
after conviction; first by notifying the prosecutor and then by ensuring 
the evidence is diligently investigated, and not by the original officers. 

Terry Talley, freed with help from 
GIP after 40 years. 

Life after Exoneration

Travel with us on 
the fraught journey 

of securing 
compensation for 
Georgia wrongfully 

convicted exonerees. www.bit.ly/ajc-talley

Georgia is one of only 12 states with no statute to 
compensate innocent exonerees. GIP and pro bono 
partners like Nelson Mullins and After Innocence are 
working to change that. 

Exonerees like Dennis, Devonia, Terry, and others 
must find a lawmaker to sponsor a private resolution 
to seek compensation. The process is unpredictable 
and politicized. In 2022 GIP helped secure $1.7m for 
2 exonerees. In 2023, all 4 compensation resolutions 
died in the GA Senate, including Terry’s.

Coupled with new Georgia State Bar ethics rules requiring similar diligence by prosecutors, these 
developments should make it easier for GIP and defense lawyers  to ensure that government officials will 
meaningfully review and investigate (rather than ignore or disregard) newly available evidence of innocence.

Senator Jon Ossoff, pictured here with exonerees Clarence Harrison, John 
White, Terry Talley, Dennis Perry (and Brenda Perry), GIP staff and partners 
Charlie Edmondson and Phil Holladay. Sen. Ossoff met with GIP and exoner-
ees about the impact of decades of wrongful imprisonment without compen-

sation or payments into social security. 
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Education & Awareness Raising
 
GIP’s education programs help raise awareness about wrongful convictions and build a more informed citizenry 
that remembers to pause, check their biases, and ask tough questions. Whether in person, through the media, 
art, or podcasts, exonerees and their stories are the heart of these programs.

Bonded by Innocence, Together in Freedom

GIP’s traveling exhibition explores wrongful 
convictions through the lens of seven innocent 
Georgians who were wrongfully incarcerated for 
decades. The exhibition was housed at locations 
around Georgia - including at  the Jimmy Carter 
Presidential Library and Museum in the fall of 
2022.

 John White (27 years lost) speaks with students on Wrongful 
Conviction Day.

Wrongful Conviction Day

Using a curriculum designed in accordance with 
Georgia’s education standards, every Wrongful 
Conviction Day (October 2), GIP and members of 
the freed and exonerated community partner with 
educators to raise awareness. In the two years of 
this impact report, we gave Wrongful Conviction Day 
presentations to over 4,300 students at 21 schools.

GIP's traveling exhibition.

GIP regularly speaks on television and in the media. Here, 
exoneree Clarence Harrison, his wife Yvonne Harrison, and 
GIP attorney Tiffany Bush speak about wrongful convictions 
and its disparate impact on the Black community on Fox 5’s 

The Portia Show. 

In the News and On the Air Podcasts Featuring GIP Clients
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Client Services
Over the past two years, GIP has significantly expanded our client services program to assist 18 people living in 
Georgia who have been freed and exonerated from wrongful conviction and imprisonment. In addition to offering 
a wide range of re-entry services, we connect folks to our exoneree community, which provides a safe haven for 
those seeking peer support. GIP would not be the organization it is today without the freed client community!

Housing Support
3 clients

Tech Donations
12 clients

Employment Support
9 clients

Life Skills Training
18 clients

Transportation Support
12 clients

Resource Navigation: 
Primary Care

7 clients

Resource Navigation: 
Mental Healthcare

6 clients

GIP celebrates the holidays! The nine freed and exonerated people in this photo lost a combined 206 years to wrongful convic-
tion. The empty chair pictured in the front right is intended to hold space for those not yet free and those who could not join us. 

Freedom Gatherings
23 hosted



FY 2021 Audited Financials: July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021

Your Support at Work
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FY 2022 Audited Financials: July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022

Thank You 
to the sponsors and attendees of our 20
Year Anniversary Celebration of Freedom
Financial contributions from GIP supporters help bring 
Georgia's wrongfully convicted home. The 12 freed and 
exonerated individuals who joined our executive director 
and FY23 board chair on stage at our 20th Anniversary Gala 
collectively lost 239 years incarcerated.

Note: GIP's financials from FY 2023 (July 1, 2022 - July, 2023) have not yet been audited.



Legacies of Impact
We have been heartbroken to say goodbye to three beloved partners recently. Each of these individuals have 
made a profound impact, not only in our lives and those of countless others, but also on Georgia’s wrongful 
conviction legal landscape. Rest in peace and power, dear friends.
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Calvin C. Johnson, Jr. 1962-2023, 
was the first person exonerated by 
DNA evidence in Georgia, a former 
GIP board chair, a fantastic storytell-
er and educator, and a dearly beloved 
friend and mentor to everyone in the 
GIP community. 

Pictured left: Calvin sharing his 
beaming smile and warmth as he 
gives the keynote address at GIP’s 
20th Anniversary Celebration of Free-
dom gala.

Pictured right: WABE’s Lisa Rayam shaking Calvin's hand at the gala. Lisa 
created an award-winning story about why Calvin valued his voting rights 
so highly after losing them when he was wrongfully incarcerated. Calvin 
voted in every major election following his exoneration 22 years ago.

Listen to WABE's  
story about Calvin's 

commitment to 
voting rights

www.bit.ly/gip-wabe

Calvin C. Johnson, Jr. 

Margaret Julian (pictured right along with 
Calvin, Clarence, and Pete), 1938–2021, was 

small in stature and big in heart. 

She worked with GIP for many years and was 
like a second mom to GIP staff, interns and 
several folks in the freed and exonerated 

community. 

Page Pate (pictured left), 1967-2022, 
was a founding member of GIP 21 years 
ago and an active board member in 2022. 

Kind, supportive, and media savvy, he 
was a fierce advocate for the criminally 
accused and wrongfully convicted.

Page Pate Margaret Julian


