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Dear Georgia Innocence Project community,

When I stepped into the role of executive director in January 2025, I recognized I was joining a
community deeply rooted in purpose, fight, and hope. I was inspired to contribute to Georgia
Innocence Project’s mission: freeing those wrongfully convicted in Georgia, supporting them as
they rebuild their lives, and transforming Georgia’s criminal legal system to eliminate wrongful
convictions. I quickly saw that our greatest strength is our people — dedicated staff and board
members, determined clients, and committed supporters like you.

This year was one of transition and forward momentum. I spent my early months listening and
learning, building on the strong foundation laid during Clare Gilbert’s tenure as executive director.
Her legacy of persistence, compassion, and excellence guided our work as our team moved through
a particularly eventful year.

After a four-year collaborative effort led by Georgia Innocence Project, the Wrongful Conviction
and Incarceration Compensation Act was signed into law. Georgia joined 38 other states that
provide state compensation for wrongful convictions. Meanwhile, our core casework continued.
Our legal team secured the freedom of one client and made meaningful progress for many others.
At the same time, more than 100 applicants continue to await the resources needed to investigate
their cases.

Your support sustained our high-quality staff and enabled us to strengthen partnerships with pro
bono attorneys, expand volunteer engagement, and prepare to adopt new technologies that will
reduce the time required to review case materials in the year ahead.

A LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

02

Kristin Nelson Verrill
Executive Director

As you read through this report, you’ll see the tangible
impact of your support. These accomplishments are the
result of long-standing efforts, powered by a community
that refuses to give up on what’s right. 

It is an honor to lead this organization into its next
chapter. I’m filled with gratitude for the foundation
that’s been laid and energized by the road ahead.
Thank you for standing with us — past, present,
and future — as we continue this critical work together.



Lead community education
that builds awareness and
prevents wrongful convictions

Advance policy reform that
addresses the systemic drivers 
of wrongful convictions

Provide free post-conviction
legal services to incarcerated
individuals with strong claims
of innocence

Offer reentry and long-term
support to those freed from
wrongful imprisonment

OUR VISION

OUR
MISSION

We envision a criminal legal system
designed to prevent wrongful convictions
and to quickly and effectively correct them —
a system in which the rights, humanity, and
dignity of everyone accused of a crime are
protected and where state actors
are held accountable for misconduct.

Georgia Innocence Project
corrects and prevents 
wrongful convictions in Georgia
and assists clients freed from
wrongful incarceration. 

We fight wrongful convictions
holistically through four pillars.
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FREEDOM: SONNY BHARADIA
For Sonny Bharadia, even being more than
250 miles away at the time of the crime
wasn’t enough to prevent a wrongful
conviction. Despite a confirmed alibi,
he was sentenced to life without parole,
convicted on unreliable eyewitness
identification and incentivized false
testimony.

Years later, DNA testing confirmed his
innocence, yet even that evidence was not
enough to secure his freedom. In 2022,
Georgia Innocence Project and co-counsel
filed an amended habeas corpus petition,
bringing forth the constitutional failures.
A judge heard the case in 2023. Nearly ten
months later, the judge overturned
Sonny’s conviction, ruling that his
constitutional rights had been violated.
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22 YEARS LOST | EXONERATED MAY 2025

“I’m thankful and grateful.
I’ve waited years for this day.
I’ve been claiming my
innocence since day one.”
- Sonny

Special thanks to Sonny’s family, co-counsel
Olivia Vigiletti, John Fleming and Anna Halsey of
Eversheds Sutherland, LLP, Holly Pierson of
Pierson Law LLC, Noah Pines of Ross & Pines, LLC,
and Georgia Innocence Project interns.

While awaiting the State’s decision on
whether to continue prosecution after the
judge's ruling, Sonny was granted bond and
released. In May 2025, almost 22 years
after his wrongful conviction, the State
dismissed the case entirely, fully
exonerating him. Remarkably, the same
judge who sentenced him to life without
parole signed the order clearing his name.
Today, Sonny is free at last, spending time
outdoors, reconnecting with loved ones,
and looking to the brighter future he has
long deserved.
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https://www.georgiainnocenceproject.org/freed-client/sonny-bharadia/


ERIK HEARD | 16 YEARS LOST  
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THE ROAD TO FREEDOM
ONGOING LITIGATION

For over 24 years, Jamichael Mayes has been imprisoned
for an armed robbery he did not commit. His wrongful
conviction resulted from eyewitness misidentification and
prosecutorial misconduct. In 2024, Georgia Innocence
Project discovered evidence of misconduct that had been
concealed for decades. Despite this new evidence, a
habeas court denied Jamichael his freedom in June 2025.
Georgia Innocence Project, with co-counsel Nelson
Mullins Riley & Scarborough and Parker Poe Adams &
Bernstein, has sought to appeal this decision. This
request is now pending before the Georgia Supreme
Court, and the fight for Jamichael’s freedom continues.

The same incentivized individual in Sonny Bharadia’s case
falsely testified against Erik Heard years later in a
completely unrelated crime hundreds of miles away. Erik
Heard was wrongfully convicted based on an unreliable
eyewitness identification. It was so unreliable that the GBI
composite sketch artist deemed the sketch unworthy of
circulation. In October 2023, Georgia Innocence Project’s
Senior Attorney, co-counsel from Alston & Bird, and Mercer
Law’s Habeas Project fought in a three-day-long contested
habeas corpus hearing to overturn Erik’s wrongful
conviction. Erik is still incarcerated as he continues to await
a ruling on his habeas corpus petition. 

JAMICHAEL MAYES | 24 YEARS LOST 

https://www.georgiainnocenceproject.org/active-cases/erik-heard/
https://www.georgiainnocenceproject.org/active-cases/jamichael-mayes/


SCREENING & LITIGATION
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BY THE NUMBERS

13 Cases through
Screening Stage

275 Requests
for Help

25 Active
Litigation Cases

1,522 Staff Hours
Spent on Litigation

110 Cases in Cue
for Screening

21 Pro Bono
Attorneys

3,016 Pro Bono
Hours Donated

$2.1M Value of Pro
Bono Hours Donated

CASE WORK
From application to exoneration,
investigating and litigating wrongful
conviction cases can take years of
dedicated effort. As Georgia’s only
innocence organization, our small team
reviews 200+ applications from
incarcerated individuals statewide and
litigates 20 cases in pursuit of exoneration
each year. The need for our work far
exceeds our capacity, which is why our
supporters and volunteers are essential.

PRO BONO PARTNERS

Alston & Bird LLP
Baer Wealth Management
Caplan Cobb LLC
Dayton Law Forensics
Eversheds Sutherland
Garland, Samuel & Loeb
Georgia Pacific / Koch
Jones Day
King & Spalding LLP
Knox Dobbins
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
Mercer Law’s Habeas Project
Mitchell Shapiro Greenamyre & Funt LLP
Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP
Paul J. Murphy
Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta Projects
Ross & Pines, LLC
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Screening, Active Representation, Compensation,
Legislative, Investment, and Administration 



REENTRY & SUPPORT SERVICES
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In its second year, the Calvin C. Johnson, Jr. Memorial Fund continued to honor the powerful legacy
of Calvin C. Johnson, Jr. — the first person in Georgia freed through post-conviction DNA testing.
Inspired by Calvin’s lifelong commitment to justice and to supporting fellow exonerees, the Fund
provided the critical support showcased above to freed and exonerated individuals in Georgia, who
are left without access to traditional reentry services.

With donor support, Georgia Innocence Project helped address the enduring emotional and
financial harm caused by wrongful conviction. Contributions made it possible to offer holistic
services, stability, and care to freed folks and their families as they rebuilt their lives with dignity.

Learn more about this fund, its parameters, and the legacy of Calvin C. Johnson, Jr. at
georgiainnocenceproject.org/act/calvin-c-johnson-jr-memorial-fund.

BY THE NUMBERS

Freedom Gatherings
12 Hosted

Direct Funding
$10,496 for 10 Clients

Transportation
Support 10 Clients

Health & Wellbeing
Support 4 Clients

Life Skills Training
9 Clients

Employment
Support 3 Clients

Resource Navigation
8 Clients

Housing & Utility
Support 3 Clients

CALVIN C. JOHNSON, JR. MEMORIAL FUND

https://www.georgiainnocenceproject.org/act/calvin-c-johnson-jr-memorial-fund/
https://www.georgiainnocenceproject.org/act/calvin-c-johnson-jr-memorial-fund/


https://osah.ga.gov/wrongful-conviction-compensation/
https://osah.ga.gov/wrongful-conviction-compensation/




https://www.georgiainnocenceproject.org/community/annualcampaign/




mailto:gip@georgiainnocenceproject.org
http://georgiainnocenceproject.org/act/donate

